
NOCNO'I
EdY) NVHJVNOf

:adrd pa:
aPEu sr lmJ- sr

emlry alqzr.rr

l*rqr1 qsogg ag u

89H ZO(Iq
'prrEFrI amoH EoFI

I@

1'd'53zfiosg'e

FTIEF
286I '.It6l:rr$ef, FG

touaodro3 -+'I'8q56
arProj ssil:F.N- It

'sSururrn3 j a q. [51 i--74f ;
ru-udar or uosqrcdJry Engtr

aeBuzqr mqerqa,ery:

886II+:sqdF
sIEJo roPrr" a,P * P

6r

uo-rrcquo?l-ml
godnof sn11ufrf, I

erPqsnu uErulES

U g C U N'\I C g I d ],{ g IIV NIV U S I, J V S N O IIY, J, I CI S I,{

EJIU)

https://www.libris.ro/knife-meditations-after-an-attempted-murder-9781787334793--p37643228.html


f,riI

a/-I

,r,,t

/-01

jJ.Il-ts^t)[') tj

JJLIEt{') I)lIoJe\^ L

.V JIIJ 9
,,Qtrtut<lJ;lurolI !

+!.1 J0 1;3uy rrl.L :oMI IUVd

qEqJU 
' lon{Bll L

E7\ITT T.

+l1r)l t

rilBr fl Jo [o8u\. ar{J : I N o l- u vd

slNf t-Nol

6L

I!
,Z
(-
('



qteoq Jo le8uy or{J

=NC 
IUVd



aql.{\olloJ se.,(e.{14 'rrorJorrr u\\ols uI }uotuoru aql oes [I]s u€c I
'eur roJ aceds +ps e Jou sB.\\ rrleorillqdure aLI].{ep teql uo

Te.tocsrp ol lnoqE sBr\ [ sy 'uor]Bslo^uoJ lBtl] pEtl Jo^ou e,\A

..'erroH uBcrJourY arll

Surtrgepeg :ralloqs ueqJ erol{,, pepp uor}nlqsuJ r:nbnelneq3

aq] lE Slueu\e Jo {oo,{\ e 3o yed sts polnpaqcs SE.,\\ }1 'sBuruurBeq

s.]calord ]uq] uI luauro,\[oAur ,{u PuP 'oJeq^\oslo tLIoU sre}LIA\

ro3 sacuds oJES Jo BcIrarIV uI uoqearr aql :[al o1 enbnulneq3

]p oJo,,\\ I puts ,(rue11 ,&o1s aq+ sP,\\ sltlJ 'salllunoc ul\o JIot{}

uI {sF 1e sr ,{1a1es asorf\\ sJa}Ir,t\ Jo -Ioqunu e o1 a8nSer sJoJJo

qc1t{.r\'lcalo-rd q8rnqspr4 rrn1.{syJo A}IC aq}Jo 'slenures ouEI(I

'aJ!,t\ sFi tillt Buole tolearc-oc 'eseog ,truag {}}Al sE,!\ [
'ruretl tuo$ oJus sro+rrl\ 8urdaa43o

acuepodurl oqt lnoqe {l€l ol enbnelneq3 uI ro}€oq}F{duru oq} lE

eBels uo lno oLU€r Ilegp lsnf a31u1E qlp\ ueur Sunol u,{q palpl

lsourlB pue pe{c?De sea I 'IroI /\\eN elelsdn u1 3ulluou
lepF.f luuns B uo '6Z0Z '51 lsn8ny uo uelele o1 rayenb e 1

oJIrr)

L



4 S\L\I {\ RLSH])IE

running man as he leaps out of the audience and approaches me,

I see each step of his headlong mn . I watch myself coming to rny

feet and turning tor,varcl him. (I continue to face hirn. I never

turn my back on him. There are no injuries on il1y back.) I raise

my,left hand in self-defense. He plunges tlie knife into it.
After that there are n-ianv blorvs, to rny neck, to my chest, to

my e,ve, everyrvhere. I feel my legs give rval and I fall.

Thursdarr August 11, had been m-v last innocent evening. Henry,

I)iane, and I had strolled withoirt a care through the grounds of
the Institution and had a pleasant clinner at 2 Arnes, a restaurant

on the corner of the green park area called Bestor Plaza. W-e

rerninisced about the talk I'd given eighteen years earlier in
Pittsbursh about mv part in creating the International Cities of
Refuge Netr,vork. Henry and Diane rvere at the talk and rvere

inspired to make Pittsburgh an asvlum city, too. They began by

funding one small house and sponsoring a Chinese poet, Huang

Xiang, rvho strikingly covered the exterior walls of his new home

u.ith a poem in large rvhite-painted Chinese letters. Graduallx

Henn,and Diane expanded the project until they had a whole

street of asylum houses. Sampsonia \4'ay, on the citys North
Side. I was happy to be in Chautauqua to celebrate their achieve-

ment.

What I didn't knorv was that my w,ouid-be killer was alreadv

present on the grounds of the Chautauqua Institution. He had

entered using a false ID, his fake narne constructed out of the

real names of well-known Shia N{uslim extremists, and even as

rve rvalked to dinner and back again to the guesthouse where w,e

were staying, he, too, was there somewhere, he had been there

fbr a couple of nights, wandering around, sleeping rough, check-

ing out the site of his intended attack, making his plan, unno-

ticed by any suneil'la
have run into him at a

I do not want to us

my would-be Assassin

about me, and with r,

I have found mr-self t
Ass. However for the
more decorouslr as'tl
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pocket of rr1, jacket, and then it rvas showtime. Sony, Henn, and

I rvalked out onto the stage.

The arnphitheater seats over {bur thousand people. It wasn't

full, but there was a big crowcl. \&'e were L-rriefly introduced by

Sony, speaking frorn a podium at stage left. I u.as seated at stage

right" The audience applauded qenerouslv. I remernber raising a

hand to acknowledge the applause. Then, in the corner of my

rigirt eye-the last thing my right eye would ever see-I saw'the

nran in blacrk running toward me down the right-hand side of the

seating area. Black clothes. black face mask. He was corning in
hard and low: a squat missile. I got to rny feet and rvatched him
come. I didn't try to run. I rvas transfixed.

It had been thirtv-three and a half 1,ears since the Ayatollah

Ruhollah Khorneini's notorious death order against me and ail

thosc. irivolved in the publication oI'Tl'te SatanicVer,ses, and dur-

ing those vears, I confess, I had sornetimes imagined my assassin

rising rip in sorne public forurn or other and coming for rne in
just this rvay. So my first t[rought r,vhen I saw this murderous

shape rrrshing tolvard me was: So it's you. Here qou are.It is said

that Ilenry Jarnes's last words were "So it has corne at last, the

distinguished ttring." Death rvas coming at me, too, but it didn't
strike me as distinguished. It struck me as anachronistic.

Tlris rvas mv second thought: Why nou>P ReallyP lt's been so

long. \Yhq rLoto, after all these yearsP Surely the rvorlcl had

moved on, and that subject was closed. Yet here, approaching
fast, r,vas a sort o{'time traveler, a murderous ghost frorn the

past.

Tirere rvas no r,'isible securitv in the amphitheater that

morning-vvh1, noti I don't knor,v--so he had a ciear run at me.

I w,as just standing there, staring toward hiur, rooted to the spot

like a rabbit-in-the-headlights fool.

Then he reached me.

I never sarv the k
don't know if it s.as lc

like a stiletto, bread-I
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Chautauqua, the towrl, is named after Lake Chautauqua, on

wfiose shore it stands. "Chautauqua" is a word in the Erje lan-

guage spoken by the Erie people, but both the people and the
language are extinct, so the wordt rneaning is unclear. It rnay

meail "tu,o moccasins" or it may rnean "a bag tied in the middle"
or it mayr mean something else entirely. It may be a description
of the shape of the lake, or it may not. There are things that are

lost in the past, u,here u,e all end up, most of us forgotten.

I first came across the u,ord inL974, around the tinre that I
finishetl my first novel. It rvas in the cult-sensation book of that
year, Rotrert M. Pirsig.s Zen ondthe Ar't of Motnrcycle fuIainte-

nance. I don't rlow- rernember much about ZAMM, as it was

knovun-I don't really care about motorcycles orZen Buddhism
either-but I remernber liking the strange word, and liking, too,

the notion of the meetings, "Chautauquas," at u,hich ideas were

debated in an atmosphere of toierance, openness, and freedom.

In the late nineteenth and earlv twentieth centuries, the "Chau-

tauqua movement" spread across America from the lakeside

to\lrr, and Theodore Roosevelt called it "the rnost American
thinq in America."

I had spoken at Chautauqua once before, almost exactly

trvelve years earlier, in August 2010. I viell remembered the
cozy, cloisterecl atmosphere of the Chautauqua Institution, the
neat, clean. tree-lined streets around the amphitheater. (But, to
m-v surprise, this was a different amphitheater. The old one had

been demolished and rel-ruilt in 2017.) Within the rvalls of the
institution, silver-haired liberal-mindecl folks gathered in an

idvllic cornmunitv- and lived in comfortable rvooden homes

lr,here it didn't {'eel necessary to lock the doors. To spend time
there felt like a step backrvard in time, into an earlier, innocent
w,orld that may onlv have existed in dreams.

On that last innocent night, the night of August 11, I stood

alone outside the guest
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l0 SALMAN RUSHDIB

I had no idea, as I remembered the irnage of the spaceship

u,ounding the moon's right eye, of what the next morning had in
store for my own right eye.

I'm ]ooking back at that Lrappy man, rnyself, as lie stands there

soaked in summer moonlight on that Thursdal, night in August.

He s happy because the scene is beautiful; and because het in
lover and because his novel is finishecl-he only just did the very
last thing, correcting the ealleys-and its first readers are ercited

by it. His life feels good. But r,ve knc,w u,hat he doesn't knou,,. We

knorv that the huppy man bv the lake is in mortal danger. He has

no idea, rvhich makes our fear for him even greater.

This is the literarv der,'ice knou,n as {breshadou.ing. One of the
n'rost celebrated examples of it is the fanious beginning of One

Huttclrecl Yeors of Solitude. "NIany years later, as he faced the
firing squad . . ." When \\/e as readers know what the character

can't know, we want to rvarn them. Run, Anne Frank. they u,ill
cliscoaer your hiding place tomorrou. As I think about that last

carefree night, the shadow of the future falls across my memory
But I can't warn rnyself. Too late for that. I can only tell the story

Here's a man alone in the dark, ignorant of the danger that'.s

already very close.

Here's a man goine tr

He knows nothing, the
The future rushes at

Except, strangeh-- it'
rushing at me, not a dr

knife, seeking to carn
ago. In death we are a
the past tense. That s a

put me.

Not the future. The r

time.

Why &dnt I fight? \\-
piflata and let him srr

make the slightest atte

that I was prepared sir
Why didn't I act? (

answer the question fo
the time. He u,as tser
'You were probabh- i
'IMhat were vou sup1rc

and you weren't anne(

the securityP'

I don't realll knorr
days I'm embarrassed

fight back. On otler d:

I imagine I could hare
This is as close to ul

to get: the tarqets of ri
standing of the real. C]
a s\magogue. shopper
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